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conversations it is possibls thab Pramciﬁnt Hegloire will ask $hat - ‘&i’;‘%

- during whose administration; on August 18, 1356, tho Guano Aet was passed,
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l Le Matin of March 29, 1952, @&rries a reprint in ‘Mﬁ&ﬁ;ﬁl&ﬁﬁi of an
' article credited to the News mm@ of Washington and d¢ittitled "Haiti
Presents New Protests om the Subject of Havassa®. A translation of the Le
‘Hatdin article fs enclosed. The News Tribune s not listed in reference
books available at this office but t the Embass Embassy suspecte that the mewspaper
may belong to the American negro press. #n official of the Haitian paper
clafms that the origimsl article was received through ﬂw medivm of a Uni=
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ted States elipping service. - .
- SA /k"
The Dgpartment will note that the a.rti@ls is favorgbly slanted toward [ '
Haitl and the suspicion arises that it has been planted in the News Tri- o mi

bune with a view to inﬂ&aming American public opinion in favor of the
Ka,itia@ elaim.

. Partieularly mtsgeatm :is the statement that the gewme removed from
the island betwean 1857 and 1899 %y the Navassa Phosphate Company of Bale
timere is valued at elose to $40,000,000, since the Embassy’s confidential

 despatch No. 439 of Febyuary 13, 1,9525 reported that this ssme sum had been
estimated by Mr. Melvin HILDRETE, formmer Legal Coumselor of the Haitian - -
Government in Eashimgt@ﬁs as the vaﬁne of the guane exported frem the is-«:
land. o

" Also of note is the statwment atiribubed &6 Ewa Hildreth, who is imse=
'curately referred to as the Legal Coumsslor of the Haitian G@%mmtg
that President MAGIGIRE @a& game e the Uadted States al the begihning ‘
next year tn confer with Ps?a&;’;.deﬁt TRGMAN, and that *in the coures &f:these

wrong which has been dons to Halti under the adminisbratien of Pranklim
PIERCE be righted”. ‘fhere then foliows the wtatement that President Piez’eeg

was very hestile tc megrees. = Ko mention, however, is uade of the fast that
Petor DUNCAN ¢id not file his declara_tgion of discovery of guano on Navassa
until December 3, 1857, during BUCHANAN'¢ tsnure in offics, and that it was
not until December 8, 1859, also under Buchanan, tha% the certificate en-
titling E. K. COOPER, Duncan’s assignee, to all the privileges and advan-
tages of the Guanc Act was issued.

With reference to the possibility of an cofficial visit by President
Magloire to the United States, this ds, to the Embassy’s kncwledge, the
' first public reference to such a contingeney. The Department has, however,
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" ‘ hewn mf@mlh' aﬁﬁsed pmviml;r that Mr, Jowes RARNES, pmsmt anal l
| gj?gf 2f the Haitisn G@wemﬁs had suggested sech a vigit to m&m%
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FAYTY PRESENTS NiW PROTESTS ON THE SEE&"EGT OF HAVAS3A

| | |

; Washington. - The President of Haiti will scem bﬁng before Presidest .
Trwman the claims which have besn discussed for morse tham & century om $he o ¢

l subject of Havassa = & small troplecal island om which there is a plentifel smp=

| ply of gwamo (bird exerement). The question to be sebtled by the United States :

s §s whether to hold or abandon these little islamds. The authorities do met Y

f know the mumber o. these small isles. They probably mumber fifty although

this figure does not agree with that furnished on & list put out by the De=
partment of State, The rival claimants include: Great Britain, Venesuela,
Peru, Mexice, France, Japan, Golembia, Halti, Honduras, Jamaica, Niearagha e
and Ssnte Derdmge, These islands are like rocky hillocks and particularly = '

rith in guans which milliens of birde have deposited thers over the centuwries.

Thass islands were of great importance during the ysars before the Civil

. War because of the need to fertilise vast agricultural areas in the Basterm

states and becaunse of a monopoly held by Great Britain on the largest sourse
of guano, sonsidered at that tims to be the most effective fertilizer, in ?eme

Upon the appliication of speculators im New York and Bestem, the Amerdean
Congress in 1865 voted a resslution which set forth that "when a citiszen of %@

United States shall discover a guane deposit on any isiend vwhalsoever, rocky -
elevation or ctherwise, which is not withim the legal jJurdsdiction of amther
government and not ocecupied by the citizens of any other govermment, and: ghall
- pocupy this island, it shell be comsidered, inm the discrstion of the ?m&dm%a
. $g belomg to the United States®, | S A

- From 1856 teo 1885 the I}epa.ﬁm@t of State handed over tiﬁles %m &% ‘
pants of seventy iclande of thia type, thus recoguising such land as - Being”
prepemy of ‘the United Stabes. In eortain cases the United States was' ob) xed
te prvgei% theoﬁme@i%gn 32%835;%3 é%""%%i{?é %ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%&@i}a%s onde 1 @eam% thirty

" miles off the coast of Peru. But whon Peru subataptiated its elaim tkie

. was rescinded and the United States had to give up the Jand.

Among the islands which were the object of the first @}.&iﬁﬁg a5 & Msﬁf}% i

of the Reaclutim of 1856, was Navassa, located thirty miles west of Hadti dd

 the Caribbean. Between 1857 and 1890 the "Havassa Fhosphale Company® of Bal-

timore took from Navassa more than 100,000 tons of guane whiech msm%eﬁ g
nearly $40,000,000.

: There were difficulties abt the stert. For im Jume, 1857, Halti semt | |
there twc warships afa a demonstration. President Buchanan dispatched a fri- ]
e to Navassa. In 1889 there were sklrnj.sheas in the course of which the

-
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" over this land, This decisiom explaims very well why im 1945 President

o ~ had been patented imcludes two conditions. Mamy of them even have notatioms

me Part,mau«Pm@e

American superintendent and several of his assistants weré ¥illed. 4 man was l R
taken to Baltimors aud accuged of murder. The defende brought out the fact
that the Resolution of 1855 called the "Guane Aci' was vncomstitutional smd .

. thet Nevagsa did not beleng to the United States amd that American ccms had.
ne juri ,az@fﬁ,i@@ over this :z.alanda

The Supz*’ems Court decided that Nawassa must be considersd as belonging
to the United States, thus recognizing the Jurisdicticn of Amsrican courts

Trupan couvld say in a proclametion that the Poil beds lyimg in the Gulf of )
Forxico — from the coastliine %o the sandbanks along the coast = belong to the
Cnited 3tales®,

Hr. Melvin Hildreth, a Washington lawyer, legal coumsslor of the Haitian
w1 Governmemt, has said that Navassa no lomger has great importamce for the -
United States - all the guanc having beem taken from it = but neverthsless N
 constitubes an irritating question which is like a grain of dust in the eye B
- with which Halti, the second Republic im this Hemisphers, regards the United
States., Hildreth has said that the President of Haiti, Paul Magleoire, can
¢come to sonfer here with President Truman the first part of next year: fin
the eourse of these comversations, it is possible that President Magloire will
agk that the vwrompg which has been done to Haltl under the administration of
Franklin Pierce shali be righted®,

Pregident Pierce was very hostile to flegroes. And it was during his
admini stration that the American exploiters cbtained the @ongress:mnal vete
.- gn the resolutien having %o do with guanc. With the auntherity given by =
‘%his same R solution mamy other islends were taken in the central Paeific sush
as Midway, Waizeg Johnston and Kingman. In 1919 an order of the Emglish Govs" -
ermment inelwded the Christmas Islands in the Gilbert and Fllice Island growps
, %g taireri‘}%giébbean zone there are other islands rich in guano, title t@ whieh o

) In 1923 and l&;‘ﬁ} a warning was glven to Hopduras o ‘i;&;e subject’ c:f aﬁ .
attempt to take posssession of the Swan Islands where t1é United States has a.n
‘@erial observation post. President Wilsom in 1919 reaffirmed the 1890 elni;ns, -
: @m@eming gusno in setting aside Serrana, de Quita Sweno and Rocador im the
- western part of the Caribbean for the imstallation of lighthouses. Colembias' o
Hendureas and Ni@ewa,g&m have presented their claims to these islands.

#r. Samwel W. Boggs, Technical Adviser on Geography for the Departmemt ~ . .
of State, has said that an 189, list of these islands on which property titles -

such as ED or PD (doubtful existence or doubtful lecation).

When the Treasury Department asked the Department of State to revise the
v list and to include only islands "belonging® to the United States, the Depards . .
: ment of State hedged by alleging that this would oblige it to decide as to the |
I rights of mamy private imdividuals; whmh it ;}rai‘eweci not to do uwaless a 1
Jawsuit should make this necessary.
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